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Content of the presentation: 

Visitor monitoring on state lands 

Visitor data applications 

National recreation monitoring 

Some specific research topics 

Future challenges 
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 Visitor monitoring on state owned land 

 Visitor surveys and counting in national parks and 

recreation areas (1992 -> 2013, more than120 in 

total)  

 

Manual for visitor counting, 1997 (Horne, P. et al.) 

Manual for visitor surveys, 2001. (Erkkonen,J. & 

Sievänen, T.)  

 

Kajala et al. 2007. Visitor monitoring in 

nature areas ï a manual for the Nordic and 

Baltic countries. (www.naturvardsverket.se) 
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Visitor monitoring on state land by Metsähallitus 

Systematic, harmonized methodology across whole 
country since 2000 

 

Volume of visitation, continuously in most national parks 
and hiking areas 
Ánumber of visits 

Visitor information, standardized visitor survey 
questionnaire, once in 5 years in each park  
Ávisitor profiles: visit motivation, socioeconomic information, 

area of residence etc.  

Ástatus of service satisfaction  

Ámoney spending 

 

Metsähallitus established a visitor information database 
ASTA in 2006 

 

 



  9.10.2013 5 

Number of visits in national parks 

Vuosi 

National 

parks, total 

number 

Total number 

of visits 

Change per 

year, %  

2012 37 2 087 300 0 

2011 37 2 086 500 7 

2010 35 1 958 500 1 

2009 35 1 943 500 11 

2008 35 1 755 500 11 

2007 34 1 586 700 6 

2006 34 1 493 000 6 

2005 34 1 410 000 18,2 

2004 34 1 153 900 2,7 

2003 34 1 123 200 9,9 



Examples of Visitor survey reports  
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Photos: Raimo Peuraniemi/Metsähallitus 


