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What is Learning Outside the Classroom? 

Council for Learning Outside the Classroom 

“The use of places other than the 

classroom for  

teaching & learning” 



Where does LOtC happen? 
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• School grounds 

• Local community 

• Further afield 

• Residential stays 

• Expeditions overseas 



Why is LOtC a good thing? 
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LOtC improves: 

• Attainment 

• Achievement 

• Standards 

• Attendance 

• Behaviour 

• Personal development 

• Relationships 

 



Ofsted supports LOtC 

Council for Learning Outside the Classroom 

“When planned and implemented well, learning 

outside the classroom contributed significantly 

to raising standards & improving pupils’ 

personal, social & emotional development.” 
 

Learning outside the classroom: How far should you go?  

Ofsted Report (October 2008) 



Barriers to LOtC? 
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• Risk? 

• Red tape & bureaucracy? 

• Cost? 

• Lack of confidence? 

• Lack of support? 

 

= Cotton wool culture 



The LOtC Manifesto 
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Launched in 2006 to: 

 

“ensure all young people 
experience the world beyond 
the classroom as an essential 

part of growing up” 
 



Council for Learning Outside the Classroom 
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“We believe that every young person 

should experience the world beyond the 

classroom as an essential part of 

learning and personal development, 

whatever their age, ability or 

circumstances” 
 

LOtC Manifesto 2006 

 

 



What is CLOtC? 
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14 actions from Manifesto … 
 

Leading to: 

 

Frequent, continuous & 

progressive LOtC 

For ALL young people 
 



www.lotc.org.uk 



 

Good quality education 

Effective risk management 

 

So … Less red tape & 

   paperwork! 

LOtC Quality Badge – www.lotcqualitybadge.org.uk 



The LOtC Quality Badge – a bluffer’s guide! 
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 It measures quality 

 

 It is for users 

 

 Providers must meet quality standards  

 

 Users know that they will get quality learning experiences 

 

 There is just ONE accreditation across ALL sectors 

 

 It is really cheap for most providers to get the accreditation 
 

 



LOtC Quality Badge website (www.lotcqualitybadge.org.uk) 
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Real World Learning Network 

To explore and share successful approaches to 
Real World Learning through the outdoor 

classroom that leads to action for sustainable 
development. 



• Framework to support schools in 

developing their LOtC offer  

• 3 levels – Gold, Silver, Bronze 

• Guidance to help schools to 

progress through the levels 

• www.lotc.org.uk/lotc-

accreditations  
 

LOtC Mark 

http://www.lotc.org.uk/accreditations
http://www.lotc.org.uk/accreditations
http://www.lotc.org.uk/accreditations


Real life examples - Valley Road Primary School 
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‘Significantly below significantly below’ 

 



Valley Road - The Charter of Entitlement 
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Specifies: 

• Visits 

• Visitors 

• Other LOtC opportunities 



Real life examples – Macmillan Academy 
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“LOtC makes a difference; 
adventure and challenge 
inspires, it is learning that 
really works and lasts a 
lifetime.” 
 

David Exeter, Director of Outdoor 
Learning 



Real life examples – Ethelred Nursery School 
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“We had limited space 
but realised that an 
outdoor nursery setting 
would improve the 
learning experiences of 
the children, bringing the 
world to life and inspiring 
them as well as helping 
improve their physical 
health.” 
Glenda King, Headteacher 

 



Real life examples – Rushey Mead School 
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Canoeing & aerial trekking at Leicester 

Outdoor Pursuit Centre to inspire descriptive 

writing 
 

23 / 26 boys (88%) thought that LOtC  

helped to improve their writing 

 

Self esteem also increased 



How you can help deliver the Manifesto aims ... 
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• Advocate benefits of LOtC 

 

• Promote importance of integrating LOtC into 

the curriculum 

 

•  Ensure it forms part of your strategic plans 

 

• Become a signatory of the Manifesto or  

 make a pledge 

 

• Join CLOtC today to help us make a 

difference to young people 



Further information 
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Email: 

 

enquiries@lotc.org.uk 

 

 

 

Websites: 

 

www.lotc.org.uk 

 

www.lotcqualitybadge.org.uk 

 

 
 


